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By: Diane Cullinan Oberhelman, Cullinan Properties, Ltd.
An expansive project that is bringing new development and jobs to Illinois is beginning to take shape
at the crossroads of I-55 and I-80 in southwest suburban Joliet where Illinois-based Cullinan
Properties, Ltd. has started construction on the new 265-acre mixed-use development, known as
Rock Run Crossings. Both Rock Run Crossings and the new I-55 at IL 59 interchange are
transformative projects for Joliet and Will County that will positively impact Illinois at the gateway to
Chicagoland. The projects are also important to helping jumpstart the local and state economies,
moving Illinois down the path toward economic recovery from the pandemic- induced economic
disruptions.
www.chamberdispatch.com/2021/07/08/rock-run-crossing-will-provide-economic-boost-to-illinois/
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Cullinan Properties, a certified Women’s Business Enterprise founded by Diane Cullinan Oberhelman
in Peoria, IL in 1988 is a leading provider of real estate services specializing in commercial and mixeduse developments and acquisitions with offices in Chicago, IL, Peoria, IL and St. Louis, MO. Cullinan
Properties has a proven track record and has successfully completed many projects in Illinois and
throughout the country, including numerous medical, office, multi-family, governmental and mixed-use
developments.
Rock Run Crossings is an exciting super-regional mixeduse development having excellent visibility with over 1
million square feet of dedicated space for retail,
restaurants, entertainment, hospitality, office, medical, and
multi-family residential. The location gives Rock Run
Crossings convenient regional access from Chicago,
Central Illinois, Iowa, and Indiana markets. Regal
Cinemas has been announced as an entertainment
anchor, bringing a 70,000 square foot theater with the
newest cinema technology available along with many
other uses in the mixed-use category.
The I-55 corridor is currently experiencing significant growth in new business and employment to the
area, along with major forecasted growth in population and employment for Will County through 2040.
Once fully completed, it is estimated that $1.3 billion in sales tax and property tax revenue will be
www.chamberdispatch.com/2021/07/08/rock-run-crossing-will-provide-economic-boost-to-illinois/
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generated over 20 years from Rock Run Crossings and spin-off development, and at least 5,000
permanent jobs and 8,000 new union construction jobs will be created.
While 2020 had significant engineering and on-site grading work
completed, 2021 will bring even more jobs and progress, including
IDOT’s construction of a new I-55 at IL 59 interchange that is now
underway, and several additional roadway improvements that will
improve safety, capacity and efficiency, and reduce traffic congestion in
the area. The projects were awarded a $20 million BUILD Grant in 2020
to assist with the improvements.
This is truly a new gateway to Chicagoland – one that will reflect an
energetic vibrancy at the national crossroads of I-55 and I-80.

www.chamberdispatch.com/2021/07/08/rock-run-crossing-will-provide-economic-boost-to-illinois/

Diane Cullinan Oberhelman
Chairman/Founding Partner
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U.S. DOT grant adds important piece to Rock Run Development puzzle
Officials see project as major economic boon for Joliet, Will County
By Rex Robinson | 9/16/2020, 4:28 p.m.

A groundbreaking ceremony was held last year for the 16-screen movie theater complex planned for the Rock Run Crossing development.
The City of Joliet is in line to receive a big financial boost that will help move along a major 265 acre economic development project at Interstate 55
and I-80.
Congresswoman Lauren Underwood (D-Illinois) on Wednesday announced that Joliet will receive $20 million in additional grant money from the U.S.
Department of Transportation for an I-55 interchange where the Rock Run Crossing development is proposed. Part of the plan includes rebuilding the
interchange at I-55 and Route 52 in Shorewood.

This aerial view shows the footprint of the project and where the interchange will come in.
The grant, which is funded by DOT’s Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation grants program, follows
successful efforts by Underwood to increase funding for the BUILD grants program, officials said.
Expanding BUILD grants and other federal investments in suburban and rural transportation infrastructure has been a top priority for Underwood
throughout her term in Congress. She fought to boost BUILD grants funding in congressional appropriations for both fiscal years 2020 and 2021,
securing an increase of $100 million for the current year.
“For too long, the unique infrastructure needs of rural and suburban communities in northern Illinois have been overlooked. That’s why, since day one,
advocating for more BUILD funding was one of my highest priorities. Infrastructure is a smart investment that pays off, and I’m thrilled this BUILD
funding — one of my top priorities — is coming to Joliet where it will help make our roads stronger, safer, and less congested,” Underwood said.
A major multi-use project being developed by Cullinan Properties, plans call for a mix of retail office/medical, multi-family, entertainment and
hospitality. Part of the project includes plans for a 16-screen movie theater complex known as Regal Cinemas, a variety of casual and fine dining
restaurants, fitness center, hotel and lodging. A groundbreaking ceremony was held for the theater portion of the project in 2019.

This an artist rendering of Rock Run Crossing development provided by Cullinan Properties.
“This has been something we have been working on for several years,” said Joliet Mayor Bob O’Dekirk.
Councilman Larry Hug, chairman of the city council’s Economic Development Committee, also applauded the additional grant money. “The cost to the
city for this interchange is already minimal. Any additional money directed to this project will further reduce any cost to Joliet,” Hug said.
This interchange will not only benefit the Rock Run Crossing project, according to Hug. “It will open up that entire area to commercial development,”
he said.
thetimesweekly.com/news/2020/sep/16/dot-grant-adds-important-piece-rock-run-developmen/
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John Greuling, president and CEO of the Will County Center Economic Development said the BUILD Grant award is an essential piece to the Rock
Run Crossing project. Converting the current limited access interchange to a full diverging diamond interchange is necessary for the project to move
forward. While the site for this project is one of the best commercial/mixed use sites in the entire metro area, it has always been hampered by the
limited interstate access, Greuling added. The I-55 at IL 59 Access Project solves that dilemma, he said.
“Besides opening up a prime site for development, it will be the catalyst for launching one of the most important mixed use developments ever for
Joliet and Will County,” Greuling said. “With thousands of construction and full time jobs and millions of dollars in tax revenues the economic impact
is substantial. It also will benefit from the reconstruction of I-80 and the new interchange at Houbolt Road.
More information about the BUILD Grant is available at https://www.transportation.gov/BUILDgrants.
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Click here for more information about COVID-19
SEPTEMBER 10, 2020

DUCKWORTH, DURBIN, PRITZKER ANNOUNCE $20
MILLION FEDERAL GRANT FOR JOLIET
TRANSPORTATION PROJECT
[WASHINGTON, D.C] – U.S. Senators Tammy Duckworth (D-IL) and Dick Durbin
(D-IL), along with Governor JB Pritzker today announced that the City of Joliet
has been awarded $20 million in federal funding to support the I-55 at IL 59
Access Project. The funding comes from the U.S. Department of
Transportation’s (DOT) BUILD grant program.
“This significant infusion of federal funding to the City of Joliet will help move
our state’s economy in the right direction, improve our regional transportation
infrastructure and create jobs for hardworking Illinoisans,” Duckworth said.
“This project will increase safety, expand capacity and improve connectivity
where it is critically needed. I’m proud to announce this investment in Illinois
and I’ll keep working with Senator Durbin to improve infrastructure in every
corner of our state.”
“This federal funding will help improve safety and ease congestion, while
supporting local jobs and economic growth around Will County,” Durbin said.
“Senator Duckworth and I are proud to support this improvement project, and
will continue advocating for strong investments in Illinois’ transportation
infrastructure.”
https://www.duckworth.senate.gov/news/press-releases/duckworth-durbin-pritzker-announce-20-million-federal-grant-for-joliet-transportation-project
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“Our highways connect our residents and our communities and I want to thank
Senator Durbin and Senator Duckworth for their ongoing advocacy and work to
bring federal dollars back home to Illinois,” said Governor JB Pritzker. “This
project will create and support jobs while improving the quality of life for many
of our residents. This federal investment on top of our historic capital program,
Rebuild Illinois, will ensure the state remains the transportation and
commerce hub of the Midwest."
The I-55 at IL 59 Access Project is a suite of complementary investments to
increase safety, road capacity, and connectivity around the Interstate 55 and
Illinois 59 corridors in Will County. It is estimated that the project could support
8,000 construction jobs and create 5,000 permanent jobs.
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Cullinan attorney says Rock Run Crossings will move ahead in Joliet

Attorney: Adding interstate access will bring in tenants
By BOB OKONEmailFollow
Aug. 9, 2020

Not much is happening at the future Rock Run Crossings site, but an attorney for the
developer says it will develop.
Adding interchange access to the 265-acre site at the corner of Interstates 55 and 80 will
make a big difference, attorney Rick Joseph said.
“The property has no access. People as a result of that have been gun-shy,” Joseph said.
“Once [the Illinois Department of Transportation] starts work and people see there will be an
interchange there, it will be a different story.”
Construction could start sometime in 2021 after agreements made this week.
Joseph made the comment after having talked with the Joliet City Council on Monday about
an agreement in which the city committed nearly $12.4 million to the interchange project
with the understanding that the money will come from Cullinan Properties and revenue
generated by Rock Run Crossings.
“I’m here to tell you that Cullinan is going to develop the property,” Joseph told the council.
Cullinan is the second developer since 2008 with plans to develop the 265-acre site into a
regional attraction with stores, restaurants, hotels and entertainment venues. Cullinan also
plans residences, oﬃce space and health care facilities.
The site is seen as appealing because of its location in the northeast corner of the
crossroads of Interstates 55 and 80, two highways that have the capacity to bring people
from the Chicago region and downstate.
But improving the Route 59 interchange to provide access to the site has always been an
issue.
Joliet’s commitment of $12.4 million will be added to $75 million the state is spending to
improve the interchange access, city economic development specialist Derek Conley said.
According to Conley, the state plans to begin bidding on the project later this year, which
would put it on track for construction to start sometime in 2021.

The city will issue bonds for the
$12.3 million.
But the agreement made with Cullinan protects the city from putting its own money into
paying off those bonds, he said.
“It shifts the risk from the city of Joliet to Cullinan,” Conley told the council.
Copyright © 2020 The Herald-News. All rights reserved.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CEMCON, Ltd & TranSystems Engaged for Civil Engineering Services for Rock Run Crossings
(Peoria, IL – August 19, 2019) – Cullinan Properties, Ltd, developer of the 265-acre Rock Run Crossings
super regional mixed-use development at the northeast quadrant of I-55 and I-80 in Joliet, IL, has
engaged CEMCON, Ltd. and TranSystems for Civil Engineering Services on the site, which is well
underway. This comes on the heels of site clearing that included tree and rubbish removal, in addition to
the demolition and removal of old homes.
In addition to the on-site topographical survey work and detention analysis, CEMCON, Ltd. and
TranSystems are advancing with the earthwork, site utility and roadway network engineering related
activities for the project, including design activities for the new Regal Cinemas’ state-of-the-art theater at
the site.
Regal Cinemas was announced in March as an entertainment anchor at Rock Run Crossings. The 70,000
square foot theater will have the newest cinema technology available, creating an immersive, multisensory, 270-degree viewing experience for theater-goers.
“Rock Run Crossings will include additional entertainment users to complement Regal Cinemas, as well
as office, medical, retail, restaurant, hospitality and multi-family components. The interest in this
premier highway frontage location has been phenomenal,” stated Kathleen Brill, Cullinan Properties, VP
and Director of Leasing. “We’re very excited about the tenants that have been proactively seeking us
since the announcement of Regal, including several groups that are competing for the Marriott and
Hilton flags. We have some very exciting tenants and mixed-use groups we are currently finalizing many
signed contracts with that will be tremendous additions to the Rock Run Crossings line-up and the
community. We look forward to making those announcements public at a press conference in the near
future,” stated Brill.
“The City of Joliet is pleased to partner with Cullinan Properties to bring the Rock Run Crossings project
to our city, which will be a game changer for the region,” stated Joliet Mayor Bob O’Dekirk.
“A development project of this size and complexity, with its many planned uses, requires a lot of positive
and progressive steps not visible to the public. We’re very excited about the progress that has been
made to date and continues to be made daily,” stated Christopher M. West, Cullinan Properties CEO and
Partner.
420 NORTH MAIN ST., EAST PEORIA, IL 61611 | P. 309.999.1700 | F. 309.999.1701
CULLINANPROPERTIES.COM

About CEMCON, Ltd.
CEMCON, Ltd., incorporated in 1972, is a civil engineering consulting firm specializing in the planning, civil design,
surveying, permitting and construction of private and public infrastructure systems. The CEMCON, Ltd. focus on
client service and commitment to high-quality engineering and land surveying services affords an efficient and
integrated team approach that creates value and fiscally responsible results at each project phase.
About TranSystems
For more than 50 years, TranSystems has provided engineering and architectural planning, design and
construction solutions to enhance the movement of goods and people across today’s integrated transportation
infrastructure. As a private company, owned 100 percent by our employees, we are committed to providing our
employees a challenging workplace and we value professional development and teamwork. We reward and value
quality, innovation, and safety in performing our services.
About Rock Run Crossings
Owned and developed by Cullinan Properties, Ltd., Rock Run Crossings is an exciting 265-acre super-regional
development site located at the gateway to Chicagoland with excellent highway visibility and over 1 million square
feet of dedicated mixed-use space. Anchored by Regal, the mixed-use development will include additional
entertainment, retail, hotels, office/medical and multi-family. For more information, visit RockRunCrossings.com.
About Cullinan Properties
Cullinan Properties, Ltd. is a leading provider of real estate services specializing in commercial and mixed-use
developments and acquisitions. With offices in Peoria, IL, Chicago, IL and St. Louis, MO, Cullinan Properties is a
multi-disciplined real estate firm that develops, manages and owns mixed-use, retail, multi-family, office,
governmental and medical properties throughout the United States, including Illinois, Missouri, Michigan, Georgia
and Texas. For additional information about Cullinan Properties, Ltd., visit CullinanProperties.com.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
ROCK RUN CROSSINGS BREAKS GROUND WITH NEWS OF FIRST TENANT
(Peoria, IL – March 22, 2019) – Cullinan Properties, Ltd. held a groundbreaking ceremony today for Rock
Run Crossings, a 265-acre super-regional development located at the northeast quadrant of the
intersection of Interstates 55 and 80 in Joliet, IL. Cullinan Properties’ Founding Partner and Chairman
Diane Cullinan Oberhelman, confirmed that Regal is among the first anchors announced at Rock Run
Crossings.
The event was attended by Cullinan Properties representatives and City of Joliet officials, as well as area
and local business leaders. Cullinan Properties will continue initial clearing activities on the Rock Run
Crossings site, including the demolition of the vacated house and barn structures. Construction at the
site will begin in late Spring.
Regal was announced as one of the first tenants to commit to Rock Run Crossings. Regal is a leading
motion picture exhibitor operating one of the largest theatre companies in the United States, and is part
of the Cineworld Group, the second largest motion picture exhibitor in the world.
“We are thrilled to be a part of this exciting new development at Rock Run Crossings and to bring the
latest immersive theatre technology to Joliet,” said Jerry Grewe, Vice President of Real Estate at Regal.
“We pride ourselves in offering top-of-the-line moviegoing experiences, and the city’s thriving
entertainment culture makes Joliet the perfect home for Regal’s latest theatre.”
The 70,000+ SF Regal Cinema will contain 16 screens and some of the newest cinema technologies
available, including 4DX and ScreenX theatre and entertainment experiences. 4DX auditoriums stimulate
all five senses by utilizing high-tech motion seats and special effects (including wind, fog, lightning,
bubbles, water rain and scents) in synchrony with the action on screen to create an exhilarating
cinematic experience. ScreenX is a multi-projection immersive experience that creates 270-degree
viewing by expanding the scene onto the theatre’s side walls, transforming the film into an immersive
and realistic first-hand experience.
“Regal will provide an exciting, new state-of-the-art movie-going experience to the Joliet area, as well as
a great number of jobs once it is opened and operating,” said Joliet Mayor, Bob O’Dekirk. “The positive
economic impact Regal and the entire Rock Run Crossings development will have on this area will
provide both short and long-term positive impacts on the region,” stated O’Dekirk.
420 NORTH MAIN ST., EAST PEORIA, IL 61611 | P. 309.999.1700 | F. 309.999.1701
CULLINANPROPERTIES.COM

“We are very pleased to partner with Regal and provide such a strong entertainment anchor for Rock
Run Crossings. Regal offers a premier theater experience – one that will greatly complement the
character of the development,” said Diane Cullinan Oberhelman of Cullinan Properties, Ltd. “Rock Run
Crossings is beginning to take shape, with ongoing tenant deals completed, many of which are
confidential, and we look forward to sharing those announcements in 2019,” stated Cullinan
Oberhelman.
About Regal
Regal, a subsidiary of the Cineworld Group, operates one of the largest and most geographically diverse
theatre circuits in the United States, consisting of 7,219 screens in 551 theatres in 43 states along with
American Samoa, the District of Columbia, Guam and Saipan as of January 31, 2019. We believe that the
size, reach and quality of the Company's theatre circuit provides its patrons with a convenient and
enjoyable movie-going experience. We are committed to being “The Best Place to Watch a Movie!”
Additional information is available on Regal’s website at www.REGmovies.com.
About Rock Run Crossings
Owned and developed by Cullinan Properties, Ltd., Rock Run Crossings is an exciting 265-acre superregional development site located at the gateway to Chicagoland with excellent highway visibility and
over 1 million square feet of dedicated mixed-use space. Anchored by Regal, the mixed-use development
will include additional entertainment, retail, hotels, office/medical and multi-family. For more
information, visit RockRunCrossings.com.
About Cullinan Properties
Cullinan Properties, Ltd. is a leading provider of real estate services specializing in commercial and
mixed-use developments and acquisitions. With offices in Peoria, IL, Chicago, IL and St. Louis, MO,
Cullinan Properties is a multi-disciplined real estate firm that develops, manages and owns mixed-use,
retail, multi-family, office, governmental and medical properties throughout the United States, including
Illinois, Missouri, Michigan, Georgia and Texas. For additional information about Cullinan Properties, Ltd.,
visit CullinanProperties.com.
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Cullinan and Joliet prepare for Rock Run Crossings

City seeks grant for Rock Run Crossings

Media Highlights

By BOB OKONEmailFollow
June 30, 2018

Cullinan Properties and Joliet are taking more steps for the eventual development of Rock
Run Crossings, the proposed 265-acre development at Interstates 55 and 80.
A Cullinan spokeswoman recently said the company has begun preparing for demolition of
vacant houses and barns on the property as it plans for initial business openings in fall 2020
for the development, which would include retail, restaurants, hotels, oﬃce space and
homes.
The developer is going to the Joliet Plan Commission on July 19 for approval of a preliminary
plat, although it is not a plat outlining the plans for the development. The plat, however,
would be used for creating a Tax Increment Financing District, which would provide property
tax incentives for the development, city planner Jim Torri said.
“These lots that would be created would not have anything to do with ﬁnal development,”
Torri said.
The city in 2017 hired a consultant to study the site’s eligibility for TIF incentives, which use
property tax increases created by new construction to offset the costs of development.
The project also became eligible for other tax incentives in June when the state added the
site to the Des Plaines River Valley Enterprise Zone.
Cullinan spokeswoman Anaise Berry described the preliminary plat as “clearing up some
obsolete platting for the multi-parcel site.”
The preliminary plat includes 14 parcels and the entire site, which is in the northeast corner
of the crossing of Interstates 55 and 80.
The city and Illinois Department of Transportation have been working on improved access to
the site, which would include an expanded interchange at Route 59 and new east-west
routes to Houbolt Road.
The City Council on Monday will vote to pursue a federal grant that could provide up to $25
million for the interchange and related road improvements.

7/19/2018
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The future of the project hinges on improved access and interchange expansion.

http://www.theherald-news.com/2018/06/29/cullinan-and-joliet-prepare-for-rock-run-crossings/a1xc690/?__xsl=/print.xsl
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Greuling: Major projects secure Will County’s economic future

Media Highlights

At the Will County Center for Economic Development’s annual Eye-Opener Breakfast held in Mokena last month, I reported that
Will County continues to charge ahead in business expansions and new locations.
This despite the state’s continued financial struggles and failure to take steps to improve the business climate through tax and
regulatory reform.
Some of our numbers for the first half of 2017:
1. The Will County unemployment rate in May fell to 4.2%, the lowest it has been since October of 2006 (3.3%) and down 		
from our 30 year high of 12.9% in January of 2010.
2. Over 6,000 new jobs have been added in the county since this time last year.
3. As of June, Will County had eight of the 10 largest industrial facilities under construction in the entire metro-Chicago area,
totaling over 8.5 million square feet. When occupied, these facilities will house an additional 4,000-plus new jobs.
The companies making investments and creating jobs are in the manufacturing, food processing, health care and distribution
and logistics sectors. Surprisingly, we saw a 1 percent growth in manufacturing jobs in 2016, bucking the trend in the rest of the
state.
One business sector that has not recovered since the Great Recession is new housing construction. Consider this: Between 1997
and 2007 over 71,000 single family homes were built in Will County.
Since 2007, just over 7,900 have been built.
This collapse has impacted our friends in the building trades, construction materials sales, furniture and home goods stores and
our municipalities that have relied on population growth for new taxes, fees and retail sales.
The good news is we are finally starting to see some real housing recovery in 2017.
The future is very promising for continued business growth in Will County.
Our quality of life, location, transportation assets, talented workforce and excellent higher education facilities are critical to
economic success. It also helps to have several significant new business developments being proposed in Will County:
1. Rock Run Crossings: This 265-acre development at the intersection of I-55 and I-80 promises to be one of the most 		
significant new mixed-use developments in the entire Chicago region. Located in the City of Joliet, this project will contain
retail, residential, restaurants, entertainment and hotel facilities and will be a major destination for the region, generating
thousands of jobs and millions of dollars in new tax revenue.
2. Houbolt Bridge: Just east of the Rock Run project is the planned Houbolt Bridge which will connect I-80 with the
CenterPoint Intermodal Center. The project is designed to take truck traffic away from the I-80/Rte. 53 interchange, a
heavily congested connector to the intermodal yards. A public/private partnership between the State of Illinois, CenterPoint
Properties, Will County and the City of Joliet, it is an innovative way to fund major infrastructure projects to support business
growth.
3. CSX Crete Intermodal Center: Located along Route 394 in the Village of Crete in eastern Will County, this 1,000-plus acre
development will provide intermodal services to companies seeking access to major ports on the East Coast. While the project
is still under review by the railroad and community, it promises to create thousands of new construction and logistics jobs
opening tremendous business development opportunities in that part of Will County.
4. Compass Business Park: A new 2,200-acre industrial park in Elwood has been proposed by NorthPoint Development just
east of the CenterPoint Intermodal Center off Route 53. The project will bring $1.2 billion investment by the developer,
1,200-plus construction jobs and 15,000 new jobs when the project is completed.
Most counties, especially in Illinois, would be happy to have just one of these projects.
If Will County continues to attract developments of this magnitude, we will remain the
bright spot in the Illinois economy for many years to come.
John Greuling is president and CEO of the Will County Center for Economic Development.
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O'Dekirk: Joliet a city of growth

Media Highlights

Published: Monday, Feb. 13, 2017 10:51 p.m. CST

JOLIET – Mayor Bob O’Dekirk’s main message Monday was that Joliet is growing.
O’Dekirk cited double- and triple-digit increases in housing starts and commercial development in 2016
during his annual State of the City speech.
It also was the first year in which the equalized assessed valuation of Joliet – the total taxable value of
property in the city – increased since 2009, he said.
“The fact that property values are finally increasing in Joliet is a great feat,” O’Dekirk told his audience
at a luncheon held by the Joliet Region Chamber of Commerce & Industry.
O’Dekirk said the city is shaking itself out of the post-recession doldrums, a development that has
become apparent as Amazon, Mars, Whirlpool and other developers have brought industrial projects
to Joliet.
But the 263 residential building permits in 2016 also were a 46 percent increase from the previous
year, he said. Commercial building permits for 438,500 square feet reflected a 246 percent increase.
Property development last year totaled $438 million, a 47 percent increase from 2015, O’Dekirk said
“The city of Joliet is growing,” O’Dekirk said. “As we know, the city was hit hard in 2008 after the
recession. And, the recovery lagged, but it is here in Joliet. And, the city is growing. That’s the trend
we’re going to see moving forward.”
O’Dekirk later announced that the city has received a major commitment from the state to provide
interstate access to the proposed Rock Run Crossings project at Interstates 55 and 80. The 265-acre
project will have a $1.4 billion economic impact, the mayor said.
“This is a development that is going to have a regional impact,” he said.
Another interchange would mark the second commitment from the state in two years, which signed off
on funding for an improved Houbolt Road interchange last year.

Copyright © 2017 The Herald-News. All rights reserved.
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Joliet mayor says developments are 'coming
fast' on project at I-55 and I-80
Cullinan executive says it's 'full speed ahead'
Published: Monday, Feb. 13, 2017 5:39 p.m. CST

JOLIET – Cullinan Properties is looking at construction next year and a fall 2019 opening for Rock Run
Crossings, a lifestyle development that would combine retail, entertainment, office space, hotels and
homes on a site at Interstates 55 and 80.
The city has been trying to develop the site for nearly 10 years because of its high exposure from two
cross-country interstates. But there is no interstate access, something that has to be overcome before
development.
Joliet Mayor Bob O'Dekirk at his annual State of the City address Monday announced that the state "is
set to make a major commitment" that will provide interstate access to the site.
Another city official said later that the state already is in the process of awarding a contract for
engineering of a future interchange.
O'Dekirk said the 265-acre project will have regional reach and be an economic engine, creating 5,000
permanent jobs and 8,000 construction jobs.
"It will have an economic impact of $1.4 billion," O'Dekirk said, adding that developments are now
moving quickly. "City council, get ready. It's coming, and it's going to be coming fast."
He said representatives from Cullinan will make a presentation on the project at a city council meeting
either this month or in March.
Anaise Berry, director of marketing, said Cullinan expects to formally apply to the city for approval of
the project by the end of April.
"We are moving full-steam ahead," Berry said.
The plan is to begin construction on Rock Run Crossings in 2018 and begin opening in fall 2019, she
said.
The Cullinan website, which promotes the Rock Run Crossings development, notes traffic counts of
235,000 vehicles passing the site everyday.
East Peoria-based Cullinan acquired the northeast section of the interchange in July 2015. But
development always hinged on getting interstate access. Cullinan had not previously publicly
announced a development timetable.
"The state is very supportive, which is terrific," Berry said. "We continue to get very positive feedback
on the retail, the restaurants and the residential."
http://www.mysuburbanlife.com/2017/02/13/jolietmayorsaysdevelopmentsarecomingfastonprojectati55andi80/abvjba3/?__xsl=/print.xsl
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The state is in the process of awarding a contract to an engineering firm that would begin planning an
interchange providing access from I-55, said Joliet Economic Development Director Steve Jones.
Jones said city and state officials will meet this week to discuss an intergovernmental agreement for
not only the interchange but improvements of local roads leading to the site.

Media Highlights

"The impacts of this are much greater than the interstates," Jones said.
The state will pay for the $90 million interchange, Jones said. The city will be responsible for some $60
million in funding for improving local roads. He said the city is pursuing federal grants to help with the
funding.
A spokeswoman for the Illinois Department of Transportation could not be reached Monday for
comment.
Local roads that would be improved or expanded to provide access to the site include Olympic
Boulevard and County Farm Road.
But O'Dekirk said the project extends beyond that and would even include improvements on Jefferson
Street to prepare for the expected traffic to the site.
"It's a huge thing that's being put together," O'Dekirk said, when interviewed after his speech. "It's a
city project, but it's going to have a regional impact."
Cullinan bought the site from California-based O & S Holdings, which had planned a similar project
called Bridge Street Town Centre.
The O & S project was proposed in late 2007, just months ahead of a recession that devastated real
estate markets and put a halt to retail development. The plan never developed, and the city at one
point considered putting warehousing on the site.
--ROCK RUN CROSSINGS
• 265-acre development planned by Cullinan Properties at Interstates 55 and 80
• Lifestyle development that mixes retail, restaurants, entertainment, hotels, offices and homes
• Cullinan plans to apply for city approval by late April
• Construction slated to start in 2018
• Opening planned for fall 2019

Copyright © 2017 Suburban Life Media. All rights reserved.
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Amazon.com to open second facility in Joliet, add 2,000 jobs | The HeraldNews

Amazon.com to open second facility in
Joliet, add 2,000 jobs
Published: Wednesday, May 25, 2016 12:03 p.m. CDT

JOLIET – Amazon.com announced Wednesday it will add a second fulfillment center in Joliet,
adding 2,000 full-time jobs.
The announcement was the second expansion Amazon.com has announced in Joliet this year.
The company employs 1,500 workers now at its fulfillment center in the Laraway Crossings
Business Park, which opened in October.
Amazon.com did not provide a timeline for the new facility in a news release issued Wednesday.
The company in March added 500 jobs to its Joliet fulfillment center, which opened with 1,000
workers. The 700,000-square-foot facility distributes smaller items like books, toys and
electronics.
"We have found an abundance of talent in Joliet, and we are excited to bring a new fulfillment
center to the city and create 2,000 great full-time jobs with benefits," Akash Chauhan, vice
president of North American operations, said in the news release. "This community and the
elected officials throughout the city and state have been very supportive of Amazon and we
thank them for helping make this possible."
Joliet Mayor Bob O'Dekirk was quoted in the news release saying, "We are excited about
Amazon opening a second facility in Joliet. Their confidence in our community demonstrates
that Joliet can attract the best employers in the e-commerce industry sector."

Copyright © 2016 The Herald-News. All rights reserved.
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Amazon adds 500 jobs at Joliet fulfillment center | The HeraldNews

Amazon adds 500 jobs at Joliet
fulfillment center
Makes donation to JJC for veterans
Published: Wednesday, March 9, 2016 10:53 p.m. CST

JOLIET – Amazon announced Wednesday it is adding 500 jobs at its Joliet fulfillment center.
The announcement was made during an event at Joliet Junior College where Amazon, which
opened the Joliet facility in October, presented a $5,000 check to support scholarships for
veterans at the college.
The new jobs will bring the employee count at the Joliet facility to 1,500.
Mike Flannery, general manager of the Joliet fulfillment center, said the expansion reflects
growing demand and the success of the local operation.
“It just speaks to the growth of the industry and the great people who work in the community,”
he said.
He said Amazon is hiring now and plans to fill the positions as soon as possible.
Flannery got a round of applause at the JJC event when he announced Amazon was adding “500
full-time jobs with benefits starting on Day 1.”
The announcement added to what Mayor Bob O’Dekirk called “the economic boom” on the
south end of Joliet, where Amazon and other companies have been adding distribution facilities
and other industrial operations.
O’Dekirk was one of a several speakers during the Amazon event at JJC.
“If you look around the state ... there’s not a lot of good economic news happening,” O’Dekirk
said. “That’s not true in Joliet.”
The check presentation was made at JJC’s Veterans Resource Center, a facility that provides
tutoring, counseling and other services to veterans taking classes at the college.
JJC President Deb Daniels said there are typically 350 veterans taking classes at the college each
semester.
“The college has specifically developed new veterans support programs, especially in the last
five years,” Daniels said.
http://www.theheraldnews.com/2016/03/09/amazonadds500jobsatjolietfulfillmentcenter/a5y65e3/?__xsl=/print.xsl
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She called the $5,000 donation “our first step in what I believe to be a long and fruitful
partnership with Amazon Fulfillment.”
JJC also has a Global Supply Chain Management and Logistics program aimed at providing
courses for people working in the logistics industry being developed in Joliet. While Amazon
opened last year, Ikea, Whirlpool and Mars also have announced plans to open distribution
centers in Joliet. The city also is home to distribution operations for Home Depot and Dollar
Tree.
Business Department Chairman Bill O’Connor said many people are unaware of the
opportunities in the logistics business.
“These are serious jobs,” he said. “These are not just low-level jobs. These are jobs that can lead
to great careers.”
O’Connor called the Amazon announcements Wednesday “terrific.”
“They have a serious commitment to education,” he said. “They understand the importance of
having skilled workers.”
Flannery noted in his remarks that Amazon has a Career Choice program that pays 95 percent
of tuition and fees for workers taking college classes, even if the fields of study are not directly
related to their work.
He also said Amazon values veterans in its workforce in Joliet and elsewhere. Flannery said
Amazon hired 3,800 veterans last year and more than 10,000 since 2011. The company also
provides support services for veterans coming out of military service and making a transition to
civilian life, he said.

Copyright © 2016 The Herald-News. All rights reserved.
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Post Date:

01/29/2016 2:48 PM

In Mayor Bob O’Dekirk’s State of the City Address, he revealed that 2015 brought an impressive amount of
residential, commercial, and industrial development to the community. According to the yearend Building
Department Report, the following permit activities occurred:
� New housing starts totaled 243 in 2015. This is a 90% increase in housing activity as compared to 2014.
� Commercial building permits were issued to add 126,800 square feet of new space. This is a 205%
increase from 2014.
� Industrial building permits were issued to add 4,410,500 square feet of new space. This is a 554%
increase from 2014.
� Overall building permit activity resulted in the issuance of 7,073 new permits. This is a 24% increase in
total permits from 2014.
� The resulting new valuation of all permits was $296,603,000. This represented a 58% increase in value
as compared to 2014.
Mayor O’Dekirk stated, “The City continues to encourage new residents and business to make Joliet home.
Results from 2015 show we are succeeding in that effort. Joliet has attracted major national firms
including Amazon, Saddle Creek Logistics, Whirlpool, Hillwood, Dick’s Sporting Goods, DSW Shoes, Fresh
Thyme and Mars.” The City estimates that over 2,500 fulltime jobs will be created once these firms reach
capacity.
Mayor O’Dekirk further stated, “Based upon early discussions with City staff, we are optimistic that 2016
will continue to bring impressive growth to the community. A number of projects are presently in the
pipeline and will result in approvals during the next year. I look forward to an exciting year.”
Return to full list >>

http://www.cityofjoliet.info/Home/Components/News/News/835/41
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O'Dekirk outlines progress, plans for
Joliet in State of the City speech
Published: Wednesday, Jan. 27, 2016 4:47 p.m. CST

JOLIET – Mayor Bob O'Dekirk in his State of the City speech Wednesday said Joliet ended 2015
with an unexpected budget surplus, and then shared several plans he has for the city for 2016.
The mayor gave his address at a luncheon meeting of the Joliet Region Chamber of Commerce &
Industry at the Joliet Country Club.
O'Dekirk presented a long to-do list for the coming year that ranged from initiating the longcontemplated opening of Chicago Street downtown to adding an enforcement officer to deal
with vicious dogs.
He also said the city will try to repeat a budgetary outcome that was accomplished at the end of
2015 – turning a projected $8.6 million deficit into a $1.7 million end-of-year surplus.
The city "budgeted correctly," O'Dekirk said.
"Make no mistake, the city of Joliet was fiscally sound," he said.
The budget got a big boost in revenues because of economic development in the past year from
projects such as the Amazon.com fulfillment center that opened and the massive Ikea
distribution center in the works, he said.
Most of those projects started under O'Dekirk's predecessor, Thomas Giarrante. Some, including
a $21 million Whirlpool distribution center, have been announced since O'Dekirk took office in
May.
O'Dekirk said growth will continue, mentioning that he has signed a number of non-disclosure
agreements for developments being contemplated in Joliet.
O'Dekirk said he hopes the city will see a similar budget turnaround in 2016, when the city has
projected a year-end deficit of more than $6 million.
The mayor presented a long action agenda for 2016.
He said he expects major progress in 2016 on plans for a Houbolt Road toll bridge connecting
the CenterPoint Intermodal Center-Joliet with Interstate 80 and future widening of Interstate 80.
O'Dekirk also said he expects an agreement with Will County, and perhaps even the start of
construction, for the connection of Chicago Street from downtown to Interstate 80, a route now
http://www.theheraldnews.com/2016/01/27/odekirkoutlinesprogressplansforjolietinstateofthecityspeech/a9iq4qk/?__xsl=/print.xsl
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State gives Joliet tentative approval to move ahead with train station | The HeraldNews

State gives Joliet tentative approval to
move ahead with train station
Published: Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2016 10:27 p.m. CST

JOLIET – The city expects to resume work on a new train station after getting tentative approval
from the state to award bids on the project, Joliet officials announced Monday.
“We anticipate the final approval will come at the end of the month,” Mayor Bob O’Dekirk said
Tuesday as he announced the news at the City Council meeting.
Final approval would end a stalemate that has lasted since August, when the Illinois
Department of Transportation refused to approve a contractor for the job. State officials were
concerned because not enough money is available to build a new Pace bus station, which was
part of the original plan.
But Joliet officials, and even Pace, were in favor of moving ahead with the train station and
completing the bus depot when more money is available.
Deputy City Manager Steve Jones said if contracts can be awarded at the end of the month, the
train station should open by May 2017 and new commuter platforms for the Heritage Corridor
line should be ready for use by early 2017.
Jones said final approval is expected once the state issues bonds that would pay for the project.
The bonds are not expected to be held up because of the state’s financial problems, he said.
The train station and commuter platform are part of a multi-modal project funded with $30
million of state funding. Total costs are just under $50 million with additional funding coming
from Joliet, other transit agencies and freight railroads that benefit from a realignment of the
tracks running through downtown. The original estimate for the total project was $42 million.
Jones said another $3.4 million will be needed to construct the bus station. Joliet will pursue
federal transportation funds available for such projects.
Courthouse agreement
The City Council unanimously approved an intergovernmental agreement with Will County in
which Joliet will contribute $10 million over 20 years to the construction of a future county
courthouse to ensure that it is built downtown.
The city also will waive construction fees and bond requirements valued at about $2 million.
The Will County Board is expected to vote on the agreement on Thursday.
Bicentennial Park
http://www.theheraldnews.com/2016/01/19/stategivesjoliettentativeapprovaltomoveaheadwithtrainstation/ab1wago/?__xsl=/print.xsl
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Whirlpool to open big warehouse in Joliet
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By Ally Marotti

Whirlpool leased 752,000 square feet in Joliet.

Appliance maker Whirlpool is opening a big warehouse in Joliet in another deal that highlights the strength of the industrial real estate market.
Benton Harbor, Mich.based Whirlpool signed a longterm lease for 752,000 square feet in Joliet, the thirdlargest industrial lease signed this year
in the Chicago area.
Whirlpool sealed the deal earlier this month in a more than 1 millionsquarefoot building at 3851 Youngs Road, according to a source familiar with
the transaction. The building is the first built in Clarius Park, a business park developed by Chicagobased developer Clarius Partners that still has
room for three more industrial buildings.
Steve Ostrowski, an industrial services associate at Jones Lang LaSalle who was part of the team that represented the tenant, said the location of
Clarius Park near the interchange of interstates 80 and 55 was attractive for regional distribution purposes.
“This is a new node in their supply chain, this is a new node in their system serving Chicago,” he said. “Within a oneday truck drive you can reach
a 500mile radius, so that includes Michigan, Indiana, Iowa, Missouri, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Ohio. That's the beauty of the I80 location for
regional distribution.”
Ostrowski declined to give details about the lease or say specifically how the tenant would use the building. Whirlpool executives declined to
comment. The portion of the building Whirlpool did not lease remains vacant, Ostrowski said.
Whirlpool will likely use the facility as a finishedgoods warehouse and ship products from there, said Don Schoenheider, senior vice president at
commercial real estate investing firm Hillwood Investment Properties, which is headquartered in Dallas but has a Midwest office in Rosemont.
'VERY STEADY AND STRONG'
Schoenheider, who was not involved in the deal, said Whirlpool's entrance into the Chicago area reflects the strength in the industrial market.
“The market has gotten really tight, activity has been very steady and strong,” he said. “The speculative development (when developers put up
industrial buildings before leasing them) has been very restrained, so it has kept a very good balance of absorption to vacancies.”
Covering about 13 football fields, Whirlpool's is the thirdlargest lease in terms of square footage signed in the Chicago area this year, according to
real estate firm CBRE. The largest was signed in April, when Lakeland, Fla.based Saddle Creek Logistics sealed the deal on a 1,114,575square
foot buildtosuit distribution facility in Elwood that included 15,000 square feet of office space.
The secondlargest was a lease that Bedford Parkbased supply chain consultant M Block & Sons signed at the end of May for 915,643 square feet
at 18801 Oak Park Ave. in Tinley Park.
After those leases, there aren't many vacant largescale industrial buildings left for the taking around Joliet, said John Suerth, senior vice president
at CBRE, who was not involved in the Whirlpool deal.
“For anyone looking over 500,000 square feet right now, there's going to be very few options in Chicago,” he said. “We've just seen very great
leasing activity for 24 to 26 months.”
COST SAVINGS
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/realestate/20150701/CRED03/150639976/whirlpooltoopenbigwarehouseinjoliet
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CHICAGO HOUSING 2Q16: The Strongest Market in Over Seven Years – Still, Rising Costs and Lot Shortages
will Keep Future Growth Modest
Metrostudy NewsAugust 8, 2016
Through 2Q16, Annual New Home Starts are up 5.6% YoY, the strongest annual starts performance in over
seven years.
Cook, Kane and Will counties in Illinois, along with Lake County in Indiana, continue to account for the
majority of activity in the Chicagoland region, with 72% of all new homes starts in 2Q16 occurring in these
four counties.
While the overall market shows an oversupply of lots, lots in many of the most desirable locations are
increasingly scarce, leading builders to seek opportunities in those markets (driving up the price of the land)
as well as some secondary markets.
According to Metrostudy’s survey of the new home market in the twelve-county Chicagoland region, there were
a total of 6,250 new units started in the twelve-month period ending 2Q16, an increase of 5.6% compared to the
previous year. The annual rate of starts increased slightly in the second quarter from the prior quarter, up 125
units. This was the strongest annual starts performance in over seven years. Year over year, the annual rate
of closings decreased in the second quarter to 5960 units, a 4.1% decline compared to the prior year.
The 1,728 units started in the second quarter of this year represent an increase of 7.8% from the 2Q15 starts
total. The number of homes closed in the second quarter of this year fell by 14.1% compared to the 2Q15 total.
Concerns remain regarding rising new home prices, political instability leading to higher real estate taxes and
the general lack of confidence shown by consumers in the marketplace.
“During the prerecession years, the market expanded into the outlying counties of the Chicagoland area,” said
Mark Gianopulos, Regional Director of Metrostudy’s Chicago office. “The post-recession market has seen a
consolidation of activity around Cook and the traditional collar counties. Cook, Kane and Will counties in Illinois,
along with Lake County in Indiana, continue to account for the majority of activity in the Chicagoland region, with
72% of all new home starts in 2Q16 occurring in these four counties. A decline in new home construction,
however, can be seen in Will County for the second straight quarter. The second quarter saw construction
declines in five of the 12 surveyed counties, with the largest decreases in Will and McHenry. Outlying areas of
the Chicagoland market, are beginning to slowly turn around, with slight construction increases in Boone,
DeKalb and Winnebago counties.”
The supply of finished and vacant inventory has remained flat over the past year (currently, it sits at 2.7
months). With the current pace of construction activity, and the slowdown reported by builders of traffic, it is
expected that inventory levels might rise slightly heading into the second half of 2016. Metrostudy expects the
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rate of growth for construction to continue to remain modest, as traffic and contract activity has been lackluster
through the Spring.
With the continued pace of new home construction (the rate of lot absorption), and a declining level of vacant
developed lot inventory, the months of supply for lots in the Chicago market has fallen from a high of over 250
months in the Third Quarter of 2011, to the current level of 86.4 months. Increases in construction activity in
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seven of the 12 counties have continued to drive the months of supply indicator downward. While the overall
market shows an oversupply of lots, lots in many of the most desirable locations are becoming more and more
scarce, leading builders to seek land and lot opportunities in those markets (driving up the price of the land) as
well as some secondary markets.
Deed data in the Chicago MSA indicates resale closings in the first four months of 2016 are on pace to exceed
the volume of sales in 2015 with the average sales price at $290,552. As the REO market has returned to
prerecession levels, home buyers are primarily choosing between new or existing units. There were
approximately 23,700 existing home sales in the first half of 2016, this is under reporting as some counties take
up to several months in reporting transactions.
The top 15 subdivisions comprise 21% of the new home activity. The majority of these neighborhoods offer
models starting under $300,000. Cook County holds the highest percentage of top producing communities with
five developments while Lake County Illinois is home to three neighborhoods.
“With a limited supply of lots in “A” locations, builders are looking to infill locations rather than pushing out to
those prerecession municipalities to the west,” said Gianopulos. “Builders in this market will be challenged to
bring new housing units to market under $300k as construction costs, land and lot prices and development
costs continue to increase. Given these factors, Metrostudy forecasts new home starts in 2016 to range from
6,200 to 6,500, representing growth from 6% to 8%. Interest rates and energy costs have remained low,
providing further motivation for new home buyers. The amount of vacant developed lots available in the
marketplace will provide the necessary supply to meet the demand forecast provided above through 2017.”
For information contact
Mark Gianopulos – mgianopulos@metrostudy.com
Tel: 773-824-2455
About Metrostudy Metrostudy is the leading provider of primary and secondary market information to the
housing and related industries nationwide. Metrostudy provides research, data, analytics and consulting
services to help builders, developers, lenders, suppliers, retailers, utilities and others make investment and
business decisions every day. For more information, visit www.metrostudy.com
About Hanley Wood Hanley Wood is the premier information, media, event, and strategic marketing services
company serving the residential, commercial design and construction industries. Utilizing the largest editorialand analytics-driven construction market database, the company produces powerful market data and insights;
award-winning publications, newsletters and websites; high-profile executive events; and strategic marketing
solutions. To learn more, visit hanleywood.com.
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More than 20 percent of buildable lots in Chicago region located here
Karen Sorensen | 4/3/2014, 4:34 p.m.

Chris Huecksteadt, regional director of Metrostudy, discusses house building trends in the Chicago market at a luncheon held Thursday by the Will
County Center for Economic Development at the Holiday Inn Express on Larkin Avenue in Joliet. Karen Sorensen
Will County ranks first in the Chicago area for new housing starts and the number of residential lots ready for construction, a housing analyst told
government and business leaders Thursday.
The county has 12,434 vacant lots ready for home development, nearly twice the inventory available in second- and third-placing Kane and Kendall
counties, said Chris Huecksteadt, regional director of Metrostudy, speaking at a Will County Center for Economic Development luncheon on the
current state of the housing market.
In practical terms, that means not only are 20 percent of the buildable lots in all of the Chicago market located here, but 20 percent of the housing starts
in 2013 – 1,011 in all – were actually in Will, Huecksteadt said.
(Click www.willcountyced.com to review Huecksteadt’s Powerpoint presentation in its entirety.)
That’s not a huge surprise, Huecksteadt said, given that the county had been the region’s fastest-growing new house market before the 2008 recession
and still retains large swaths of undeveloped open space, easy access to Chicago jobs and a number of high quality school systems – all big lures to
those shopping for virgin real estate.
“We kind of expected to see Will County at the top of the list,” he said.
While Will is unlikely to return to the mid-2000s boon years, when thousands of new homes were being built annually, signs that it stands poised to
take advantage of the slowly rebounding housing industry are undeniable – and not just here but all over the region, he said.
One of the hottest markets is Lake County, Ind., which may lack Will’s available open lots but managed to place second for new housing starts in 2013.
The Indiana community, located on the banks of Lake Michigan, had 810 new houses under construction last year, followed by 777 for Kane County
and 665 in Cook.
“Deals are getting done, properties are being looked at, properties and projects that were kind of off the radar for several years are starting resurrect
themselves,” Huecksteadt said. “That doesn’t necessarily equate to big housing numbers right away but you can see there’s now a lot more positive
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Will County Ranks No. 1 in New Housing Starts, Analyst Says | The Times Weekly | Community Newspaper in Chicagoland Metropolitan Area

attention being paid to the housing market.”
Interestingly, new home starts seem to be falling two categories – high-end properties with price tags of $600,000 or more and niche housing aimed at
the retirement-age Baby Boomer audience, Huecksteadt said.
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The first-time and move-up home buyers are remaining more cautious as they watch the unemployment numbers hold steady and their wages stagnate,
he said.
Banks and lending institutions may be partly to blame because they’ve become far more selective in their mortgage approval practices after the 2008
bust, which left them with untold numbers of foreclosure properties.
But it may also be that buyers moved up to larger, more-expensive properties before the recession hit and now either no longer need more space or
cannot afford it, Huecksteadt said. People who would have once stayed in a home for seven or eight years before a “lifestyle change” – marriage,
babies, growing families – dictated a change were moving every two or three years because their property value went up and they had the money to
buy something bigger, whether they needed it or not, he said.
“People were in the house-flipping business,” Huecksteadt said. “They wouldn’t maybe claim that but that’s what they were doing. Do I need a bigger
house? No, but I could do it. … That market has been somewhat stagnant now for several years. It’s going to take a while for it to come back.”
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